ABSTRACT
1Ј. Clypeus trapezoid (Figs. 2b, 4b, 6b (Fig. 5f ) . . . . . . . 11 6. Fore tarsal claw without a distinct basal tooth (Figs. 2e, 3d, 4d, 5e, 6d, 7d Head. Head strongly rectangular in front view (Fig.  1f) ; setae sparse on vertex, lateral frons, face and gena; face with small punctures with irregular distribution, lacking striae under antenna, vertex polished; face 2.3Ð2.42 times higher than wide, frons polished with shallow and unsculptured depressions; clypeus transverse, 3.09 Ð3.55 times wider than high, without tooth on ventral margin, surface punctuate with an angulation near base each mandible, fronto clypeal suture slightly impressed; malar space 0.05 mm (0.04 Ð 0.05 mm); mandible width at base 0.07 mm (0.05Ð 0.08 mm); eye 1.5Ð1.72 times higher than wide; ocelli not surrounded by impressed groove; antenna slightly longer than body, length 2.6 mm (2.42Ð2.71 mm); antenna with 26 Ð28 ßagellomeres, Þrst ßagellomere longer than second (Fig. 1b) .
Mesosoma. Mesosoma 1.15Ð1.24 times longer than high; lateral face of pronotum with carinae in medially; notaulus Þnely foveate (Fig. 1a) ; scutellar sulcus deeply impressed, with short carina and irregular surface; posterior margin of scutellum sculptured; sternaulus smooth and deep, narrow and sinuate; propodeal surface strongly sculptured with irregular sized foveolae, lacking propodeal areola, only anterior carinae present, lateral protuberances present, propodeal spiracle on small raised cone; length of propodeal carina 0.08 mm (0.08 Ð 0.09 mm). Fore wing 2.71Ð3.06 times longer than wide (Fig. 1c) ; stigma broad, 3.6 Ð 4.15 times longer than wide; 1Cub 3.66 Ð 4.33 times longer than 1Cua, 1M curved, (RSϩM)a straight, 1m-cu 1.88 Ð2.5 times longer than (RsϩM)b, 2cu-a present, R1a 3Ð5.41 times longer than R1b, the latter not extending to wing tip. Hind wing 4 Ð 4.86 times longer than wide; MϩCU 1.46 Ð1.81 times longer than 1M. Hind femur long, 3.55Ð 4.56 times longer than maximum width; hind tibia 8.27Ð 8.9 times longer than basal width; tarsomeres IIÐIV 1.53Ð1.91 times longer than Þrst tarsomere; tarsal claw with distinct basal tooth (Fig. 1d) .
Metasoma. Carapace oval in dorsal view (Fig. 1a) , arched in lateral view (Fig. 1g) , end of carapace rounded, length 1.07 mm (1.03Ð1.1 mm); all terga Þnely striate, striae long and irregular, middle striae on T2 converging medially, striae on T3 converging medially, giving aspect of a Þnger print; centro-lateral carinae of Þrst tergum short, not reaching suture T1/ T2; suture T1/T2 and T2/T3 present and complete, both sutures Þnely crenulated, Þrst concave medially, second broadly u-shaped; apex of carapace with distinct concavity medio-ventrally (Fig. 1e) Montecillo, 13-VII-1998, J. A. Sá nchez G., Crisantemo.
Guerrero: one male, 6.2 miles. SW Xochipala, 13-VII-1985, 85/056 Woolley & Zolnerowich.
Holotype deposited in CNC, allotype in TAMU, and paratypes in CEAM, CNC, and TAMU.
Distribution. MÉ XICO. This species is reported here in the Mexican states of Durango, Estado de Mé xico and Guerrero. Although no more material is available at this time, is possible that its distribution is limited to a north-south central Mé xico.
Etymology. The name alludes to the lack of lamella on the carapace and propodeal areola.
Discussion. This species can be recognized by the lack of carapace lamella, TIII Þnger print of striae, and by the absence of propodeal areola.
Triaspis conico Ló pez, new species
( Fig. 2aÐ g )
Female
Color. Body black shiny except next structures: hind leg brown, fore and middle legs light brown, coxae white; face light brown; antenna light brown; mandible light brown, apically black; maxillary palp white.
Head. Rounded in frontal view (Fig. 2b) ; setae sparse on vertex, frons, face, and gena; face Þnely foveolate, lacking striae under antenna, vertex polished; face 2.38 Ð2.84 times higher than wide, frons polished with shallow depressions and short carinae; clypeus trapezoid, 1.9 Ð2.36 times wider than high, with tooth on ventral margin, with an angulation near base each mandible, fronto clypeal suture slightly im- pressed; mandible width at base 0.08 mm (0.07Ð 0.09 mm); eye 1.46 Ð1.59 times higher than wide; ocelli not surrounded by impressed groove; antenna slightly shortest than body, length 2.42 mm (2.40 Ð2.44 mm); antenna with 22 ßagellomeres, Þrst two ßagellomeres same size (Fig. 2c) .
Mesosoma. Mesosoma 1.38 Ð1.41 times longer than high; lateral face of pronotum sculptured in medially area and posterior basal margin; notaulus foveolated (Fig. 2a) ; scutelar sulcus deeply impressed, polished; scutellum scarced striate in posterior margin, 90% of surface smooth; sternaulus smooth, narrow and sinuate (Fig. 2d) ; propodeal surface smooth, lateral protuberances absent; propodeal spiracle on small cone rising above the general level of the propodeal surface; areola irregular in shape, but basically pentagonal, inner surface deeply sculptured by irregular depressions; length of propodeal carina 0.14 mm (0.11Ð 0.17 mm). Fore wing 2.81Ð3.52 times longer than wide; stigma broad, 3.21Ð3.78 times longer than wide; 1Cub 3.2Ð5 times longer than 1Cua, 1M curved, (RSϩM)a curved, 1m-cu 1.62Ð2.6 times longer than (RsϩM)b, 2cu-a present, R1a 7Ð7.88 times longer than R1b, the latter not extending to wing tip. Hind wing 4.154.2 times longer than wide; MϩCU 1.73 times longer than 1M. Hind femur long, 4.06 Ð 4.68 times longer than maximum width; hind tibia 8.7Ð9.7 times longer than basal width; tarsomeres II-IV 1.33Ð1.48 times longer than Þrst tarsomere; tarsal claw with distinct basal tooth (Fig. 2e) .
Metasoma. Carapace oval in dorsal view (Fig. 2a) , arched in lateral view (Fig. 2f) , end of carapace with a conical projection, length 1.19 mm (1.16 Ð1.21 mm); terga T1 and T2 Þnely striate, inner striae irregularly punctuate, 95% surface of T3 smooth and polished, with short striae in anterior and posterior basal margin; centrolateral carinae of Þrst tergum converging medially, not reaching suture T1/T2; suture T1/T2 and T2/T3 present and complete, both suture Þnely foveate, Þrst suture is deeply and scarcely concave, second broadly u-shaped; apex of carapace with a delicate concavity medioventrally (Fig. 2g) ; thin marginal lamella in T1 and T2 present, expanded in T3, smooth in T2 and T3, but with short striae in T1. Ovipositor length 1.13 mm.
Length. 2.64 mm (2.55Ð2.73 mm).
Male
Similar to female except middle legs lighter.
Specimens Examined
Type Material. HOLOTYPE: one female, Þrst label: "COSTA RICA: Guanac., Estac. Pitilla, nine km S Santa Cecilia, 700m, V-1989, I. Gauld." Second label (red) Triaspis conico Ló pez.
ALLOTYPE: one male. Same data as holotype, but IV-1989.
Holotype and allotype deposited in RMSEL. Distribution. COSTA RICA. Only two specimens have been collected of this species; it is apparently found only in the Costa Rican region of Guanacaste.
Etymology. This species is so named because the projection at end of the carapace is sharply conical; the speciÞc epithet is a noun in apposition to Triaspis.
Discussion. This species is easy recognized by the carapace projection and is the only New World Triaspis species with a conical shape; T. masoni n. sp. bears a carapace projection too, but the projection is rounded. (Fig 3aÐf) 
Triaspis hansoni Ló pez, new species

Male
Color. Legs brown yellowish, antenna brown; mandible brown yellowish, apically brown; remaining body dark brown.
Head. Rounded in frontal view (Fig. 3b) ; setae sparse on vertex, frons, face and gena; face and vertex smooth; frons polished with shallow and unsculptured depressions; face 1.87Ð2.07 times wider than taller; clypeus trapezoid, 2Ð2.66 times higher than wide, with an tooth on ventral margin, smooth surface and an angulation near base each mandible, fronto clypeal suture slightly impressed; mandible width at base 0.05 mm (0.04 Ð 0.06 mm); malar space 0.05 mm (0.04 Ð 0.07 mm), surface between tentorial pit and mandible base smooth; eye 1.52Ð1.7 times higher than wide; ocelli not surrounded by impressed groove; antenna shorter than body, length 1.69 mm (1.26 Ð1.91 mm); 17Ð23 ßagellomeres, Þrst ßagellomere longer than second (Fig. 3c) .
Mesosoma. Mesosoma 1.22Ð1.42 times longer than higher; lateral face of pronotum with short striae in anterior and posterior middle area, while remaining area is smooth; notaulus Þnely foveolate (Fig. 3a) ; scutelar sulcus smooth; scutellum sculptured posteriorly; sternaulus shallow, sinuate and unsculptured; propodeal surface sculptured, lateral protuberances present, propodeal spiracle raised at propodeal surface; propodeal areola in a long and narrow pentagonal shape, inner areola surface irregularly sculptured; length of propodeal carina 0.06 mm (0.05Ð 0.07 mm). Fore wing 2.91Ð3.08 times longer than wide; stigma broad, 3Ð 4.07 times longer than wide; 1Cub 5.66 Ð 6.66 times longer than 1Cua, 1M curved, (RSϩM)a straight, 1m-cu 1.37Ð2.2 times longer than (RsϩM)b, 2cu-a present, R1a 1.48 Ð1.52 times longer than R1b, the latter not extending to wing tip. Hind wing 4.18 times longer than wide; MϩCU 1.52 times longer than 1M. Hind femur long, 3.63Ð5.5 times longer than maximum width; hind tibia 4.09 Ð7.33 times longer than basal width; tarsomeres II-IV 1.4 Ð1.83 longer than Þrst tarsomere; tarsal claw without distinct basal tooth (Fig. 3d) .
Metasoma. Carapace large and slightly ovoid (Fig.  3a) , arched in lateral view (Fig. 3f) , end of carapace rounded, length 0.74 mm (0.61Ð 0.82 mm); surface of tergas T1 and T2 strongly striate longitudinally, with at least some carinae extending across basal lateral face of T3, T3 smooth in 95% of its surface, centrolateral carinae of Þrst tergite converging medially, reaching T1/T2 suture; T1/T2 and T2/T3 sutures present and complete, both sutures Þnely crenulated, suture T1/T2 slightly concave, T2/T3 very broadly u-shaped but in some specimens suture T2/T3 is lacking medially; apex of carapace with distinct concavity medioventrally (Fig. 3e) Etymology. This species is named in honor of Dr. Paul Hanson (Universidad de Costa Rica) for his studies on the Costa Rican fauna.
Discussion. This species is easily recognized by the following characters in combination carapace ornamentation, clypeus and propodeal areola shape. From the Costa Rican species, T. hansoni is principally separated from T. conico and T. shawi by having the end of the crapace rounded (the latter two species have a projection at the end of the carapace) and from T. stilpnogaster by the shape of the propodeal areola (complete in T. hansoni, incomplete in T. stilpnogaster), shape of clypeus (trapezoid in T. hansoni, transverse in T. stilpnogaster), tooth on ventral margin of clypeus (present in T. hansoni, absent in T. stilpnogaster) and T1/T2 and T2/T3 carapace sutures (both complete in T. hansoni, T. stilpnogaster with suture T2/T3 medially absent).
Triaspis masoni Ló pez, new species
( Fig. 4aÐf) 
Male
Color. Body dark brown, except next structures: legs yellowish, except hind tibia and tarsus light brown, fore and middle tarsus yellow-brownish; scape, pedicel and Þrst ßagellomere ligth brown, ßag-ellomeres IIÐXXVI dark brown; mandible light brown, apically dark brown.
Head. Trapezoid in frontal view (Fig. 4b) ; setae sparse on vertex, frons, face, and gena; face sculptured and vertex smooth, lacking striae under antenna; frons polished with shallow and unsculptured depressions; face 1.73Ð2 times higher than wide; clypeus trapezoid, 2Ð2.5 times wider than high, with an tooth on ventral margin, smooth surface with an angulation near base each mandible, fronto clypeal suture slightly impressed; mandible width at base 0.08 mm (0.05Ð 0.10 mm); malar space 0.08 mm (0.06 Ð 0.11 mm), area between pit tentorial and mandible base, smooth; eye 1.36 Ð1.66 mm higher than wide; ocelli not surrounded by impressed groove; antenna longer than body, length 2.87 mm (2.49 Ð3.27 mm); 25Ð26 ßagellomeres, Þrst ßagellomere shorter than second (Fig. 4c) .
Mesosoma. Mesosoma 1.24 Ð1.52 times longer than high; lateral face of pronotum sculptured in middle and basal area with longitudinal striae, upper area smooth; notaulus Þnely foveolate (Fig. 4a) ; scutelar sulcus smooth; scutellum polished, scarcely setose; sternaulus deeply sculptured and sinuate (Fig. 4e) ; propodeal surface sculptured, lateral protuberances present, propodeal spiracle on raised cone; propodeal areola pentagonal and narrow, inner areola surface smooth; length of propodeal carina 0.22 mm (0.19 Ð 0.27 mm). Fore wing 2.34 Ð2.97 times longer than wide (Fig. 4f) ; stigma broad, 3.62Ð 4.66 times longer than wide; 1Cub 5.2Ð10.66 times longer than 1Cua, 1M curved, (RSϩM)a sinuate, 1m-cu 1.33Ð3 times longer than (RsϩM)b, 2cu-a present, R1a 1.43Ð1.88 times longer than R1b, the latter not extending to wing tip. Hind wing 3.8 Ð5.1 times longer than wide; MϩCU 1.18 Ð1.4 times longer than 1M. Hind femur long, 4.78 Ð 6.27 times longer than maximum width; hind tibia 8 Ð9.8 times longer than basal width; tarsomeres II-IV 1.28 Ð1.61 times longer than Þrst tarsomere; tarsal claw without distinct basal tooth (Fig. 4d) .
Metasoma. Carapace large and slightly ovoid (Fig.  4a) , arched in lateral view (Fig. 4h) , end of carapace with an rounded projection, length 1.26 mm (1.22Ð1.32 mm); either 100% of terga T1 and T2 surface longitudinal striate, with at least some carinae extending across basal lateral face of T3, tergum T3 smooth in 95% of its surface, centro-lateral carinae of Þrst tergum converged medially, no reaching T1/T2 suture; T1/T2 and T2/T3 sutures present and complete, both sutures Þnely crenulated, suture T1/T2 very broadly u-shaped; apex of carapace with distinct concavity mid-ventrally (Fig. 4g) ; thin marginal lamella evident in Þrst two terga, expanded in T3, with short ornamentations in T1, T3 with longitudinal striae that reaching lamella margin. Ornamentation in caudal end carapace is variable in number, and sometimes is minor than holotype.
Length. 2.70 mm (2.55Ð2.84 mm).
Female
None available. but, 25-VII-1964 , 30-VII-1964 , 4-VIII-1964 , 8-VIII-1964 Holotype and paratypes deposited in CNC. Distribution. MÉ XICO. This particular species has only been collected in Sinaloa in 1964. Its distribution appears be restricted to this Mexican state.
Etymology. This species is named in honor of W.R.M. Mason for his extensive studies on Braconidae and for his collection of this type series and much of the material of Triaspis collected in Mexico and housed in the CNC.
Discussion. This species is easily recognized by carapace end shape and is the only New World Triaspis species with a rounded projection.
Triaspis shawi Ló pez, new species
( Fig. 5aÐ g) 
Male
Color. Body dark brown shining to black, except next structures: legs brown yellowish, except threefourths basal of hind tibia and hind tarsus brown; antenna dark brown; clypeus brown; mandible brown yellowish, brown apically.
Head. Rectangular in frontal view (Fig. 5b) ; setae sparse on vertex, temple, frons, face, and gena; face surface with short punctures and a little short longitudinal protuberance, lacking striae under antenna, vertex polished; face surface smooth, 1.4 Ð2.04 times higher than wide, frons polished with shallow depressions and scarce striae; malar space 0.11 mm (0.08 Ð 0.13 mm); clypeus trapezoid, surface punctuate, 2.29 Ð 3.57 times wider than high, without tooth on ventral concave margin, with an angulation near each base, fronto clypeal suture slightly impressed; mandible width at base 0.09 mm (0.06 Ð 0.11 mm); space between tentorial pits and mandible base smooth; eye 1.42Ð1.57 times higher than wide; ocelli not surrounded by a groove; antenna longer than body, length 4.08 mm (3.74 Ð 4.38 mm); 29 Ð32 ßagellomeres, Þrst ßag-ellomere shorter than second (Fig. 5c) .
Mesosoma. Mesosoma 1.17Ð1.48 times longer than high; lateral face of pronotum smooth, with scarce striae in posterior basal margin; notaulus Þnelly foveolate (Fig. 5a) ; scutellar sulcus smooth; 50% scutellum surface sculptured with irregular depressions; sternaulus shallow, sinuate and unsculptured; propodeal surface Þnely punctuate, propodeal tubercles absent, propodeal spiracle in a raised cone; propodeal areola irregular in shape, but resembles a pentagonal Þgure, inner surface with irregular and longitudinal striae, inner arms of propodeal areola converged medially; length of propodeal carina 0.2 mm (0.17Ð 0.23 mm). Fore wing 2.37Ð2.98 times longer than wide (Fig. 5d) ; stigma broad, 2.55Ð3.94 times longer than wide; 1Cub 9.5Ð13.66 times longer than 1Cua, 1M, (RSϩM)a, 1m-cu 1.26 Ð1.85 times longer than (RsϩM)b, 2cu-a present, R1a 1.42Ð1.9 times longer than R1b, the latter not extending to wing tip. Hind wing 3.58 Ð 4.15 times longer than wide; MϩCU 1.2Ð1.51 times longer than 1M. Hind femur long, 3.78 Ð 4.6 times longer than maximum width; hind tibia 7Ð13.08 times longer than basal width; tarsomeres II-IV 1.78 Ð2.03 times longer than Þrst tarsomere; tarsal claw without distinct basal tooth (Fig. 5e) .
Metasoma. Carapace ovally enlarged (Fig. 5a ), arched in lateral view (Fig. 5g) , end carapace with a deep and wider cleft that reaches border of lamella (Fig. 5f) , length 1.71 mm (1.55Ð1.81 mm); T1 and T2 surface longitudinally striate, at least 95% of T2 surface is striate, striae no reaching T2/T3 suture, tergum T3 smooth but one specimen with some striae reaching suture T2/T3; T1 dorsal carinae converging medially and reaching T1/T2 suture; suture T1/T2 and T2/T3 present and complete, foveolate, bigger than T1/T2 suture, Þrst concave, second broadly u-shaped, in some specimens suture T2/T3 may be absent medially; apex of carapace without distinct concavity mid-ventrally; thin marginal lamella present in T1 and T2, expanded in tergum T3, unsculptured surface.
Length. 3.59 mm (3.24 Ð3.84 mm).
Female
Similar to male. Etymology. This species is named in honor of Dr. Scott Shaw (University of Wyoming) for his studies on Braconidae and his generous contribution to the present work.
Discussion. T. shawi is a distinctive species based in a longitudinal deep groove present at the end of carapace, this groove is expanding to reach lamella margin. Among the New World species, T. shawi alone has this particular character in the carapace. The function of this modiÞcation is unknown.
Triaspis whartoni Ló pez, new species
( Fig. 6aÐ h) 
Female
Color. Body dark brown, except next structures: legs dark brown, trocantellus and fore tibia light brown, fore femur dark brown with a light brown band in basal area; antenna dark brown, Þrst basal ßag-ellomere light brown; mandible brown, apically brown reddish.
